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difficulty in persuading him to accept my cooperation, and together we went to Sarim Efendi [the Foreign Secretary] for the purpose of diverting him from the adoption of any precipitate measure, and of engaging him rather to look to us for a joint and friendly mediation. Whatever dislike the Turkish minister may have had to my interference, he did not offer any firm resistance to it. But he shewed no favour to the proposed mediation, and it was only by little and little that M. Buteniev and myself succeeded in giving a decided character of that kind to our proceedings. Enough for a beginning was, however, gained by the admission of negotiation, as the principle on which to act, instead of defiance and preparation for hostilities. We lost no time in communicating with our respective colleagues at Teheran, and they were not backward in seconding our plan of procedure.
" In this manner the cloud which had so imminently threatened the tranquillity of the East was so far dispersed as to admit of mutual arrangements for settling the differences by a regular treaty. Erzerum was to be the seat of negotiation. The Persian and Turkish plenipotentiaries were to meet there, and, in order to ensure a favourable progress, they were to carry on their discussions with the knowledge and, in case of disagreement, with the advice of English and Russian intermediaries appointed for that purpose. It so happened that two or three of our military officers were then at Constantinople. They had been sent out from England under an impression that their services would be acceptable to the Porte for instructing its new levies ; but they were in competition with the Prussians, to whom more confidence was apparently given by the Turkish authorities, and finally our Government determined to recall them. The first among them was Major Williams, who afterwards rose to distinction on the surrender of Kars, and it occurred to me that he might perform the functions of British intermediary. Unfortunately he fell ill while preparing to set out, and, although his brief illness was not of a nature to unfit him for his work, I thought it prudent him an associate, the journey being arduous and its S distant. The colleague I proposed was [one of the rr. Robert Curzon, afterwards Lord Zouche. He had